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 EUROPEAN NETWORK ON TEACHER EDUCATION POLICIES


Memo on the IX ENTEP Meeting

28-30  March 2003

VIENNA (AUSTRIA)

From: ENTEP Coordinator

To: ENTEP representatives and  their permanent substitutes 

Date: 7 May 2003

The IX ENTEP meeting was held in Vienna (Austria)  on 29 March  (09.030-17.00 hrs) and,  for the first time, representative of the new member countries  participated- with the representatives of the Ministers of Education of the EU Member States -and the representative of the European Commission. The Ministers’ representative from Germany (Michael Krueger) was unable to attend the meeting and was substituted by Ursula Uzerli. Anna Berna from Italy and  Hubert Mercier from France  did not either attend and  were not substituted.

The title of the meeting was:

Meeting of European Network on Teacher Education Policies (ENTEP)

with representatives of accession countries.

After the openenig of the meeting by the representative of the Austrian Federal Ministery of Education, Research and Culture, Dr. Fahnl, the coordination group had set  the agenda with the  following issues which were discussed on the plenary session of the ENTEP meeting.

The agenda set by the coordination group included the following issues, which were discussed on the plenary session of the ENTEP meeting.

1.  History of ENTEP along its meetings (by organizers of the meetings and conferences so far)

2.  Questions & Answers on the ENTEP’s work so far

3.  European Framework for ENTEP:
( The Bologna Declaration (Myrna Smitt, Sweden)
( EU Objectives (Seán Feerik, European Commission)

4.Recent developments on teacher education policies in the Member States 

5.Next ENTEP   meetings

OUTCOMES

1.History of ENTEP.

Sarantos  Psycharis (ENTEP Coordinator) presented a document with the meetings of  ENTEP so far, in order to provide  to representatives from accessing countries the role of ENTEP and its history along its meetings.

The document “The history of ENTEP and its role in evaluation and optimization of Teacher Education Policies. ENTEP’S Website. The use of Education portals.” can be found in the ENTEP’S Website at www.ypepth.gr/entep.

During the presentation, Febe Jansen (Holland), Otmar Gassner  (Austria) and Myrna Smitt (Sweden) presented the issues discussed at the ENTEP meetings and seminars in their countries.

It was also stressed that ENTEP’s WEBSITE is going to be transformed to a portal with issues relative to Teacher Education. For that reason, the ENTEP Coordinator asked the representatives to go through their documents and set key words appropriate for the usage of the search engine, already established in the site.

2. The   work  of ENTEP as a network

The representatives from the accessing countries participated in the discussion about the main characteristics of the ENTEP as a Network for Teacher Education Policies.

There was a long discussion about the ENTEP’s content and purpose of its work. During the discussion it was made clear that ENTEP is a   reference group ( not only for the Commission but also between the countries), being a valuable source of information which is going to be helpful for  the task of convergence. ENTEP can be an advisory/reference group for those areas which are the responsibility of the European Commission (operating not as a group of experts, but providing advice and expertise on teacher education), offering the Commission opinions and advice, as well as broader knowledge on the objectives , rather than  focusing  on certain issues related to the task of the EXPERT GROUPS.

ENTEP’S added value is also that its representatives are policy makers and researchers.

3. European Framework of ENTEP

· Sean Feerick (European Commission) gave the context  of the eight blocks of objectives   for education and training systems, namely:

A. Teacher and Trainer Education

B. Basic Skills, Foreign Language Teaching, Entrepreneurship

C.ICT in Education and training

D. Increasing participation in Math and Science

E. Making best use of resources

F. Mobility and European Co-operation

G. Open Learning environment

H. Making Learning attractive, strengthening links with working life and society.

 The methodology followed is based on a mutual learning process for the long and the short term.

The common tools used for that are: indicators and benchmarking, exchange of good practice and peer review.

ENTEP participates fully as a stakeholder in Teacher   and Trainer Education.

· Myrna Smitt (Sweden) presented a document on the   Bologna Declaration.

In this document she elaborated the relative issues, like: Mobility, employability, European Dimension, easily comparable degrees, system credits, cooperation in quality.

This was of great help to representatives from accessing countries, while trying to enhance the current activities of European Union in the field of Teacher Education.

· Contributions of the ENTEP representatives about Teacher Education and the Bologna process, were collected by Joseph Declercq  (ENTEP representative from Belgium) and are in the WEBSITE. 

 4.Recent developments on teacher education policies in the Member States 

The representatives from the accessing countries presented the Education system in their own country and the documents are published in the ENTEP’S WEBSITE.

After that  ,in smaller groups, one member of the coordination group ,members of the ENTEP and representatives from the accessing countries discussed the issues covered in the plenary session trying to elaborate more and see the proliferations and implications of their access to EUROPEAN union to their Education systems.

 5.The next ENTEP will be held in  Athens –Greece , June 1 from 14.00 until 20.00.

The agenda will be announced by May 20.

ENTEP is going to participate in the conference , June 2-3 , Quality of Education-Teachers’ Professional Training and Development

The European Union and the S.E. European Countries, in the framework of GREEK Presidency.

ENTEP organizes a workshop in the context of  the conference, titled:

The Cross – Thematic Approach to Teaching and Learning of ICT and Foreign Languages: Implications for the Professional Development of Teachers

Relative to that ,the ENTEP Coordinator asked the members of ENTEP to write a doscument regarding  the Cross Disciplinary Approach  (CDA) and ICT (Information and Communication Technologies)

Members of ENTEP will respond to that and the outcomes of this will be analyzed and the results will be discussed in the ENTEP meeting  foolowing Athens meeting.

6.Diverse

There are discussions for ENTEP meeting in one of the accessing countries.

ENTEP’s   coordinator will investigate the possibility for a cooperation of ENTEP with other Networks.

ENTEP’s WEBSITE is transformed towards a portal and the members will send key words for the documents relatives to their countries.

ENTEP members   thank Michael   Schratz  and the Austrian Ministry     for their  efforts for the excellent organization of the meeting.

Dr Sarantos Psycharis 

ENTEP Coordinator

Memo by occasion of the the IX ENTEP meeting 

3
Memo on the IX ENTEP Meeting


[image: image1.png]_1113823616.bin

